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On April 24 in Havana, Manuel Agramonte Sanchez, head of the Foreign Ministry's overseas
students department, told reporters that thousands of Third World students who asked to study
in Cuba following the collapse of the Eastern bloc were turned down because of Cuba's economic
problems. At the time, he said, there were already over 21,500 foreign students in Cuba. Over 75%
of the students were from sub-Saharan Africa. Cuban embassies, said Agramonte, had received
many requests from students whose studies in East European countries and the former Soviet Union
had been cut short. Next, many of the 101 nations which already sent citizens for free schooling
or training in Cuba were pressing for more slots. Agramonte said, "We haven't given up taking
students but the current situation forces us to be more prudent...We have to be more realistic."
The official added that at present Cuba was guaranteeing minimum living conditions for the 21,796
foreign students, over 12,000 of whom are based on the Isle of Youth, located off the southwest coast.
Agramonte said no foreign student was forced to remain in Cuba against his or her will. The foreign
students, who come from countries as diverse as Angola, Yemen and Ecuador, are being educated in
more than 160 centers ranging from primary schools to universities. Cuba provides accommodation,
meals and medical attention for the students, some of whom receive small monthly stipends in hard
currency from their own governments. Agramonte said more than 3,800 would graduate this year
from higher education institutions, the biggest number ever. (Basic data from Reuter, 04/24/92)
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